
Comprehension-Knowledge (Gc)

Comprehension knowledge refers to the ability to understand and make 

sense of information presented in various forms, such as written text, 

verbal instructions, or visual representations. It involves the cognitive 

processes necessary for comprehending and extracting meaning from 

different sources of information.

In essence, comprehension knowledge is the foundation for learning, as it 

enables individuals to acquire new information, follow instructions, and 

apply knowledge in various contexts: academic settings, workplace 

environments, or everyday life situations.

Students with comprehension deficits struggle to grasp main ideas, make 

inferences, apply knowledge, explain understanding, connect new 

information, and recognize their own comprehension challenges.

STRATEGY CATEGORY DESCRIPTION

Explicit instruction in 
comprehension 
strategies

Teach skills like identifying main ideas, making inferences, and drawing 
conclusions.
Teach/review key vocabulary words and write them on the board
Teach how to use a thesaurus, glossary, and dictionary
Use an unfamiliar passage to teach context clues

Use of graphic 
organizers

Provide visual representations like story maps, Venn diagrams, or 
concept maps to help students organize and structure information.
Help students organize and make connections between key information.

Activating prior 
knowledge

Help students make connections between new information and their 
existing knowledge and experiences.
Use anticipation guides, KWL (Know, Want to Know, Learned) charts, or 
class discussions to activate prior knowledge..

Building background 
knowledge

Introduce and discuss relevant background information before presenting 
new texts or concepts.
Help students build a solid foundation of knowledge to support 
comprehension.

Repeated exposure and 
practice

Provide multiple opportunities for students to engage with the same text 
or concept through repeated readings, discussions, and activities.
Encourage students to practice comprehension strategies consistently.

Active reading and 
questioning

Teach students to ask themselves questions before, during, and after 
reading.
 Have them summarize, paraphrase, and make predictions about the 
content.



Benefits of providing evidence-based interventions

Richelle Greek

SKILL AREA IMPACT OF Gc DEFICITS EVIDENCE-BASED INTERVENTIONS

READING

Difficulty understanding 
the main idea or central 
message of a text
Inability to make 
inferences or draw 
conclusions from the 
information presented
Struggling to summarize 
or retell the key events or 
details of a story or 
passage
Frequently losing track or 
becoming confused while 
reading

Reciprocal Teaching: Teaches strategies like questioning, 
summarizing, and predicting to improve understanding.
Collaborative Strategic Reading (CSR): Combines 
comprehension strategy instruction with cooperative learning 
in small groups.
Questioning the Author (QtA): Encourages students to 
actively engage with and question the text.
Text Structure Instruction: Teaches students to identify 
organizational patterns to better understand relationships.
Vocabulary Instruction: Focuses on explicitly teaching 
keywords and concepts to build comprehension.
Using visual aids like story maps or mind maps to organize 
and retain information.

WRITING

Written work lacks 
coherence, with ideas 
presented in a 
disorganized or illogical 
manner
Difficulty expressing 
thoughts and ideas 
clearly and concisely
Inappropriate or incorrect 
use of vocabulary or 
sentence structures
Struggles to convey the 
intended meaning 
effectively

Self-Regulated Strategy Development (SRSD): Teaching 
strategies for planning, writing, revising, and self-regulation.
Combining simple sentences to create more complex 
structures.
Structured Writing Instruction: Explicitly teaches different text 
structures to enhance comprehension and writing.
Peer-Assisted Writing: Has students work together to provide 
feedback and support on writing.
Cognitive Strategy Instruction: Teaches planning, composing, 
and revising strategies to improve writing.
Writing to Learn: Uses writing activities across subjects to 
support content-area learning.

MATH

Challenges in 
understanding and 
solving word problems
Difficulty comprehending 
mathematical concepts 
and procedures
Inability to follow multi-
step instructions or word 
problems accurately
Struggles to apply 
mathematical knowledge 
to real-world situations

Concrete-Representational-Abstract (CRA) Instruction: Uses 
hands-on materials, visuals, and abstract symbols to build 
understanding.
Schema-Based Instruction (SBI): Teaches students to identify 
problem-solving structures and relationships.
Explicit Math Vocabulary Instruction: Focuses on teaching the 
meaning of key math terms and concepts.
Collaborative Math Problem-Solving: Engages students in 
small-group discussions to solve complex problems.
Teaching strategies like underlining key information and 
drawing diagrams.
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Academic Success

By closing achievement gaps early, 

students are better prepared to meet 

grade-level expectations and continue 

making academic progress.

Addressing comprehension deficits early 

on can support the development of 

critical thinking, problem-solving, and 

higher-order cognitive abilities that are 

crucial for academic and professional 

success.

Skill Development

Interventions targeting comprehension 

help build strong foundational skills that 

are essential for future learning across all 

subject areas.

Comprehension difficulties can lead to 

frustration and social-emotional 

challenges. Interventions that address 

these deficits can help develop better 

self-regulation, communication, and 

social skills.

Lifelong Implications

Strong comprehension and knowledge 

acquisition skills open doors to higher 

education, diverse career paths, and 

greater independence and self-

sufficiency in adulthood.

Success through targeted interventions, 

improves self-confidence and motivation 

to learn, fostering a positive attitude 

towards education and lifelong learning.


